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ABSTRACT 



With the passage of the Reading Excellence Act, states and 
their schools have increasingly emphasized the implementation of 
research-based literacy interventions, and both parties are eager to know the 
effectiveness of their efforts. However, the evaluation of the impact of any 
reform is complicated by the presence of other types of interventions that 
concurrently exist in schools. Using two sequential OLS regression models, 
this study examined the impact of literacy programs funded by Indiana's Early 
Literacy Grant Intervention Program (ELIGP) on schools' standardized test 
scores and rates of retention and special education referral. In each model, 
blocks of variables pertaining to school characteristics, professional 
development, parent involvement, and instructional program features 
(extracted using factor analysis) were added sequentially, and their effects 
on the three outcome variables were estimated. The two models differed in 
that the first included categories of ELIGP funding, whereas the second 
included the type of research-based intervention without regard to source of 
funding. The final models were similar in terms of coefficient values as well 
as predicted variance, with some exceptions. The presence of Literacy 
Collaborative, First Steps, and Success for All in schools, regardless of 
funding source, were all associated with lower special education referral 
rates, and Success for All was, in addition, negatively associated with 
retention rates. Although the impact of Reading Recovery was more 
complicated, it appeared to be associated with lower retention rates when the 
program was sustained over time. These findings suggest that research-based 
literacy programs, including those funded by ELIGP and other sources, enhance 
student outcomes even after controlling for effects of other interventions. 
Contains 1 figure, 7 tables of data, 16 references, and an appendix of 
supplementary analysis. (Author/SR) 
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Research-Based Reading Interventions: 

The Impact of Indiana’s Early Literacy Grant Program 



Abstract 



With the passage of the Reading Excellence Act, states and their schools have 
increasingly emphasized the implementation of research-based literacy interventions, and 
both parties are eager to know the effectiveness of their efforts. However, the evaluation 
of the impact of any reform is complicated by the presence of other types of interventions 
that concurrently exist in schools. Using two sequential OLS regression models, this 
study examined the impact of literacy programs funded by Indiana’s Early Literacy Grant 
Intervention Program (ELIGP) on schools’ standardized test scores and rates of retention 
and special education referral. In each model, blocks of variables pertaining to school 
characteristics, professional development, parent involvement, and instructional program 
features (extracted using factor analysis) were added sequentially, and their effects on the 
three outcome variables were estimated. The two models differed in that the first included 
categories of ELIGP funding whereas the second included the type of research-based 
intervention without regard to source of funding. The final models were similar in terms 
of coefficient values as well as predicted variance, with some exceptions. The presence of 
Literacy Collaborative, First Steps, and Success for All in schools, regardless of funding 
source, were all associated with lower special education referral rates and Success for All 
was, in addition, negatively associated with retention rates. Although the impact of 
Reading Recovery was more complicated, it appeared to be associated with lower 
retention rates when the program was sustained over time. These findings suggest that 
research-based literacy programs, including those funded by ELIGP and other sources, 
enhance student outcomes even after controlling for the effects of other interventions. 
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Introduction 



With the passage of the Reading Excellence Act (P. L. 105-277) states have the 
opportunity to develop and fund research based interventions to improve student 
outcomes related to early reading acquisition. However, special funding for new 
programs in early reading is not implemented in isolation of other state policies. States 
already shape early reading curriculum and instruction through curriculum guidelines, the 
implementation of Title I and Special Education funding, and other state programs. In 
addition, schools can seek funding from other sources, including the Comprehensive 
School Reform Demonstration Project (CSRD), for interventions that focus on early 
reading. Thus, states need to evaluate the impact of new programs using a method that 
controls for the other types of interventions that schools may have implemented, as well 
as for the basic curriculum in reading. 

With the completion of the National Research Council’s report Preventing 
Reading Difficulties in Young Children (Snow, Bums, & Griffin, 1 998) and passage of 
the Reading Excellence Act, there has been an increased emphasis on research based 
reading reforms. In the past few decades, advocates of specific reforms have conducted 
research on programs (e.g., Slavin et al., 1996). For example, Success for All received 
favorable comments in the National Research Council’s report. In contrast, Reading 
Recovery was viewed less favorably because research was not as conclusive. However, 
whether states develop their own intervention models or provide support for schools to 
select from proven methods, there is a clear emphasis on selecting and implementing 
methods that have a research base. However, there are few studies that actually examine 
the impact of different types of reading interventions within state systems (e.g., St. John, 
Manset, Hu, Simmons, & Michael, 2000). Therefore, states face a new challenge in the 
development of evaluations to assess the effects of the interventions they fund through 
the Reading Excellence Act or from other sources. 

This paper presents the results of a three-year study of early reading interventions 
in Indiana. Indiana’s Early Literacy Intervention Grant Program (ELIGP) gave schools 
the opportunity to choose from a set of research-based interventions, or schools could 
design their own research-based intervention. However, schools could also seek funding 
for research-based interventions from other sources, including Title I. Thus, while it was 
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